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The Twentieth Mohonk Arbitration 
Conference. 

An Arbitration Conference at Lake Mohonk is 
always much the same as any preceding one. There 
is the same splendid, unique entertainment of the 
guests by Mr. and Mrs. Smiley ; the same groups of 
earnest, intelligent men and women, taxing the 
great Mountain House to its utmost capacity, all in- 
tent upon the greatest cause for which men strive; 
the same magnificent mountain scenery, the miles 
and miles of walks and drives, the boating on the 
exquisite lake, and the like. On its social side, some 
one has called it, "the finest house-party ever given 
in America.' 7 There are the same able papers and 
illuminating discussions, and resolutions adopted 
and press committee reports sent out throughout the 
land. But still Mohonk Conferences always have 
elements of difference which are all their own. 

The Mohonk Conference, which began twenty 
years ago with less than threescore individuals, has 



now developed into a body of more than three hun- 
dred citizens, among the foremost of the nation. 
This extraordinary development makes it evident 
that the movement for the supplanting of war and 
its barbarities and absurdities by reason and con- 
science cannot be ridiculed out of countenance! by 
the mere breath of old traditions and customs. The 
movement is as deeply rooted as the Mohonk hills 
themselves, and the outcome will be as sure, sooner 
or later; an orderly, peaceful world will one day be 
evolved from the present state of turbulence, strife, 
and bloodshed, just as the well-built, beautiful moun- 
tains and valleys have taken the place of primeval 
confusion and chaos. 

Arbitration, as usual, was again this year the basis 
of all the program, the papers, discussions, and reso- 
lutions ; not, of course, in any limited sense, but in a 
large and comprehensive manner. The principal 
topics before the Conference were the status of the 
arbitration and peace movement, the Third Hague 
Conference, the promotion of internationality, trea- 
ties of arbitration, and a permanent international 
court. Large attention was given also to the cente- 
nary of Anglo-American peace, to the churches and 
the peace movement, to mediation in the Mexican 
conflict, and other kindred subjects. 

The President of the Conference, Hon. John Bas- 
sett Moore, formerly Assistant Secretary of State and 
more recently Counselor of the State Department, 
opened the proceedings with a scholarly and illumi- 
nating discussion of the practical advance of the last 
quarter of the century toward the pacific settlement 
of international disputes. The address, which we 
give in full in this issue, was interpreted in some 
quarters as having a pessimistic tone in regard to the 
value of present treaties of arbitration. A careful 
reading of the text, however^ shows that he is con- 
vinced of the tremendous advance of the cause in 
spite of certain temporary discouraging aspects. The 
address deserves most thoughtful study. 

A large proportion of the time of the Conference 
was spent on the subject of the Third Hague Con- 
ference; important papers were read by Hon. An- 
drew D. White, Prof. E. 0. Stowell, Edward A. Har- 
riman, Prof. Charles Cheney Hyde, and others. 
Hon. Andrew D. White's paper on the "Preparatory 
Work for the Third Hague Conference" was written 
in a somewhat reminiscent vein, and explained the 
views that prevailed at the time of the First Hague 
Conference, particularly in relation to its work and 
its determination of the question concerning the 
present style of Permanent Court. This address will 
appear in our next issue. 

The platform adopted this year is a positive and 
constructive document, touching on the importance 
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of the mediation conference in progress at Niagara 
Falls, urging the speedy convoking of the Third 
Hague Conference and the thorough preparation of 
its program. It also contains a strong recommenda- 
tion for the establishment of a "court with a deter- 
minate personnel, as advised by the Second Hague 
Conference.' 7 

Of the declaration given out by the business men 
we cannot speak too highly. Perhaps at no preced- 
ing Mohonk Conference has such a complete and 
full statement been issued regarding the economic 
waste of war and its paralyzing influence on com- 
merce and on industrial development. It contains 
an impressive plea for the reduction of war budgets 
and the limitation of armaments and the securing 
of a "naval holiday." 

On the whole the Conference registered a consid- 
erable advance. There were no spectacular features ; 
but the proposals made and the conclusions reached 
were strong, sane, and judicious, and the problems 
facing the movement were discussed with earnestness 
and a sincere desire to reach satisfactory solutions. 
Unusually wide publicity was obtairied through the 
press of the country and much consideration of this 
greatest of all modern reforms secured. The Mo- 
honk Conference has become an important factor in 
both national and international relations, and wields 
a potent influence for co-operation, justice, and 
mutual understanding among nations. 



A new suggestion for a change in the method of con- 
ducting the future Mohonk Conferences was made by 
Prof. W. W. Willoughby, of Johns Hopkins University. 
His view is that after the twenty years of discussion of 
the general subject and principles of arbitration the 
time has now come when there should be "less reitera- 
tion of the principles and platitudes of arbitration, and 
a more detailed technical discussion of it, its limitations 
and advantages." 

There were several official representatives of other na- 
tions present at the Conference, among those who spoke 
being the new Minister from China, Mr. K. F. Shah, 
who gave a splendid brief address on "China and World 
Peace ;" Sefior Calderon, of Bolivia, who paid a warm 
tribute to the memory of Mr. Albert K. Smiley; Dr. 
Paul Bitter, of Switzerland, whose paper will be given 
in full in another issue, and Senor Don Federico A. 
Pezet, of Peru. Much praise was bestowed both at Mo- 
honk and in the press of the country upon the address 
of the Peruvian Minister; as one person remarked, "It 
was a classic of international conciliation." His topic 
was, "Contrasts in the Development of Nationality in 
Anglo and Latin America." 



Prof. John B. Clark, of Columbia University, and 
Sir George Paish, editor of "The Statist," London, pre- 
sented a joint consideration of the subject — "A Pro- 
posed Standing Committee of the Powers" to handle 
the disputes between nations, to prevent difference of 
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interest from ripening into quarrels, to settle disputes, 
when they occur, without wars; to agree upon policies 
that in time of peace will promote the common welfare 
and create strong bonds of mutual friendliness. 



Eear-Admiral Chadwick, speaking on "Equal Trade 
Opportunities a Preventive of War," condemned the 
spirit of the present methods of acquiring colonies and 
of increasing trade. He said that aspiration to race 
solidarity and trade jealousy were two chief causes of 
war. The United States, he believed, should open to 
equal international trade the Philippines, Porto Eico, 
and the Canal Zone, and thus set to the world an ex- 
ample of being a real believer in world peace. 



The address delivered by Prof. George Grafton Wil- 
son on "The Promotion of Internationality through 
Arbitration and Judicial Process" was a most scholarly 
treatment of the progress of internationality, chiefly 
through international agreements and conferences. 



A conference on the promotion of internationalism 
in the universities and colleges was held on Thursday 
afternoon, at 2.30, in the Rock reading-room. Among 
those who took part in the discussions were Dr. An- 
drew D. White, Prof. Charles Levermore, George W. 
JSTasmyth, and Louis P. Lochner. 



On Friday evening the closing session was devoted to 
"The Churches and International Peace," and addresses 
were made by John R. Mott, Dean Charles R. Brown, 
Dr. Sidney L. Gulick, Rev. Luther B. Wilson, and Rev. 
Frederick Lynch. Dr. Brown advocated a federation 
of the nations in a world-republic similar to the United 
States in its formation. All the speakers emphasized 
the importance of making the peace movement a part 
of religious education. 



